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TOWN  WARRANT. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

I'lt.VXlvLIN,   SS. 

'I'ocitliur  of  the  Constables  of  tlie  town  of 
.Moiitay;iie,  in  tin;  County  of  Franklin, 
Greetinjj: 

IN  the  name  of  lli<'  Coiiuuoiiwealtli  of 
.■Mas-sacluisc^tts,  you  are  hereby  clirectetl  to 
n,ilil>'  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town, 
<iuali"tied  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  af- 
lairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  House,  in  said 
iMontagne,  on  IM  O  N  I)  A  V,  the  FIFJ'H  day  of 
JSl  arch  next,  at  Ten  .'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  thereto  act  on  the  following  arti- 
cles : 

I.  To  choose  a  Mo<leralor  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

•2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers 
lor  the  ensuiii^i  year.  ]iy  vote  of  the  Town, 
the  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  3  Selectmen,  3 
A.'.sessors,  3  Overseers  ot  Poor,  one  School 
Committee  lor  three  years,  one  Scliool  Com- 
mittee fur  iwi)  years,  3  iJoard  of  Health, 
3  Fence  Viewers,  3  Auditors,  and  12  Consta- 
bles.   All  to  be  chosin  on  one  ballot. 

3  'Jo  vote  by  ballot.  Yes  or  No,  on  the  ques- 
lion  Shall  Licenses  be  granteil  for  the  Sale  cf 
Intoxicating  Liquors  in  this  Town. 

4.  To  hear  the  reports  of  tlie  Selectmen, 
SchoolComuiitlee  and  others,  and  act  thereon. 

;■).  To  raise  sucdi  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  foi  town  debts  anil  expenses  for 
till-  ensuing  year,  and  make  appropriation  for 
^ame. 

G.  To  act  anything  relating  to  building 
and  repairing  Highways  and  Bridges,  the  en- 
suing year 

7.  '1  o  see  if  i  he  Town  will  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Kight  Police  at  Turners  Falls, 
;ind  make  appropriation  tor  same. 

8.  1  o  see,  it  he  Town  will  establish  h  time 
when  the  taxes  shall  be  paid,  and  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  tliat  l.ileresi,  shall  be  collected 
on  all  taxet-  not  paid  at  date. 

9.  To  t^ee  if  ilie  town  will  accept  the  location  of 
asiifet  at  Millers  Falls,  from  Bridge  Street  to 
Franklin  street,  as  shown  on  map  of  .Vlillers  Palls 
Co.,  and  buikl  the  same. 

10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  T  Street  from 
7th  Street  to  School  Street,  as  located  by  the  town. 

II.  To  Act  on  the  I'etiticm  of  MauriceO'Oonnell 
and  others  for  Grading  of  9th  Street  from  Avenue 
A  to  Oakuian  School  House. 

12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  location  of 
9tli  Street  from  L  U>^  K  Street,  and  build  the  same. 

13.  To  see  if  the  Towji  will  budd  a  Sewer  ou  the 
north  side  of  liailroad  to  7th  Street. 

14.  To  see  If  the  Town  will  appropriate  One 
Hundred  Dollars  lor  Memorial  Day,  one-half  for 
Turners  Falls  Veterans,  and  one-half  for  Grand 
Army,  Montague. 

15."  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
changing  the  Polls  from  Montague  to  Turners 
Falls. 

16.  To  see  it  the  Town  will  choose  the  Town 
Oflicers  on  Separate  Ballots. 

17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  pay  Geo.  E.  Hartley 
for  extra  work  in  grading  L  Street. 

18.  To  act  on  list  of  Jurors  as  proposed  by  the 
Selectmen. 

19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  any 
money  for  Police  at  Lake  Pleasant. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant, 
by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof,  at  the 
Town  House,  and  at  the  Post  Offices  at  Mon- 
tague City  and  Turners  Falls,  and  at  Union 
Hall,  at  Millers  Falls,  in  said  Town,  seven 
days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said 
meeting,  and  publish  the  same  in  the  Turners 
Falls  Reporter. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of 
this  Warrant  with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting 
as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our    hands,   this   23d    day   of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
EDWLN  DEMOND,  )    a„i^„+^ 

S.  E.  EIPLEY,  I  J«i5^^®^ 

A.  LEE  WEATHERHEAD,  )  ^^  Montague 

A  True  Copy  Attest,  E.  F.  GUNN,  Constable. 
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TREASURER'S   liEPORT. 


J.  H.  Root,  Treasurer,  in  Account    with    the    Town 
OF  Montague. 


DR. 

To  Cash  on  hand  Feb 

.  15,  1882, 

$  146  70 

( i 

Balanc 

36  due 

on  Taxes,  1879, 

45  00 

t  i 

i  i 

a 

"       1880, 

955  41 

i( 

a 

i  i 

"       1881, 

2152  23 

a 

Cash  received  from  Town  of  Wendell, 

43  00 

i  i 

a 

i  i 

i  i 

"       Gill, 

231  03 

a 

a 

a 

a 

"        iSTorthampton, 

13  65 

i  I 

i  i 

i  i 

i  i 

Deerfield, 

122  62 

i  i 

a 

a 

i  i 

Fitchburg  Railroad  Co., 

2000  00 

a 

a 

i  i 

a 

N.  L.  N.  R.  R.  Co., 

20  00 

i( 

i  i 

i  i 

i  i 

J.  H.  Brown, 

125  00 

a 

i  i 

i  i 

i  i 

State  for  Corporation  Tax, 

562  31 

i( 

i  i 

" 

li 

"       State  Paupers, 

28  71 

a 

(( 

a 

i  i 

"       Buria]  Expenses, 

25  00 

i  I 

( ( 

i  i 

a 

"       Bank  Tax, 

686  50 

a 

a 

(( 

i  i 

"       State  Aid, 

592  00 

I  i 

i  i 

(( 

(( 

' «       Relief  of  Indigent 
Soldiers, 

96  00 

i  i 

i  i 

(( 

4  I 

"       Inc'm.of  School  Fund,  266  59 

i  ( 

i  i 

C  ( 

ii 

County  for  Dog  Fund, 

165  00 

( < 

a 

;  i 

(( 

for  Licenses, 

2875  00 

( i 

I  i 

i  i 

i  i 

"  Rent  of  Lecture  Room, 

30  00 

a 

i  i 

i  i 

;  ( 

"  use  of  Town  Hall, 

23  00 

( ( 

i  i 

li 

a 

"  Interest  on  taxes  1881, 

76  20 

a 

i  1. 

i  i 

i  i 

"   Plank  sold. 

3  00 

I  i 

i  i 

a 

Borr 

owed  Money, 

11000  00 

^mc 

)unt  of  Tax  Bill  for  1882, 

40519  48 

$62803  43 

CR. 

By  Paid  State  Tax, 

$2300  00 

"      County  Tax, 

3194  44 

"      National  Bank  Tax, 

2971   68 

"     State  Aid, 

641  00 

"     Relief  to  Indigent  Soldiers, 

192  00 

"      State,  i^ License  Fee, 

718  75 

"     Town  Note, 

5000  00 

"      Interest  on  Town  Loan, 

1800  00 

"     Borrowed  Money,  1881, 

3700  00 

1882, 

2000  00 

"      School  Committee's  Orders, 

10380  96 

"   Selectmen's  Orders, 

21216  56 

"      Balance  due  on  Taxes,  1880, 

255  41 

"          "              "          "        1881, 

500  00 

1882, 

5819  48 

Cash  on  Hand, 

2113  15 

$62803  43 


J.  H.  ROOT,  Tkeasurer. 


SCHOOLING. 


SCHOOL  COMMrrTEE'S  ACCOUNT. 


Town  Appropriation, 
From  State  School  Fund, 


$10000  00 
256  59 

$10256  59 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries, 

Repairs, 

Fuel, 

Transportation , 

Care  of  School  Houses, 

Supplies,  Books,  Charts,  etc., 

Printing, 


$7705  52 

450  57 

760  60 

758  00 

520  00 

160  27 

26  00 


$10380  96 


SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL,  )   Sup.  School 

W.  S.  DANA,  i 

L.  S.  PARKER,  S    Committee. 


HIGHWAYS  AND   BRIDGES. 


Paid  for  Grading    L    st.,    to    High    St., 

by  contract,  $500  00 

Hardening  L    st.,  to  High  St.,      116  00 
Grading  Fourth  st.,  from  Ave. 

A,  to  J    St.,  by  contract,  365  00 

Grading  Fifth  st.,    from    Ave. 

A,  to  J  St.,  by  contract,  447   00 

Raising  grade   of   L   st.,    from 

Third  to  Fifth  st. ,  by  contract,    266  00 
Raising*  orade  of  Fourth  st.,  to 

L  St.,  by  contract,  126  41 

Raising,  hardening  Fourth  and 

L  streets,  120  00 

Planking    68    per    cent.      Gill 


suspension  bridge. 
Planking  Crocker  bridge. 
Repairs,    Turners      Falls     and 

Montague  City, 

627 
163 

1931 

65 
15 

17 

$4662  38 

$1031  17 

$825  33 
$334  29 

Repairs,  Montague  Center, 
Plank  and  Timber  for  bridges. 
Repairs,  Dry  Hill, 
''        Chestnut  Hill, 

Repairs,  Millers  Falls, 
Planking  and  repairing  bridges. 

747 

144 

60 

79 

674 
150 

65 
00 
31 
21 

64 
69 

Breaking  roads,  and    old   high- 
way bills. 

tal. 

To 
Appropriation, 

$6853  17 
$6500  00 

Deficiency, 

$353  17 

PAUPERS. 


OVERSEERS'  ACCOUNT. 


Nathan  Stewart,  | 

Mrs.  Otis  Whitney, 

' '      Addie  Burnham , 

"      Otis  Caswell, 

"     B.  F.  Tilden, 
Henry  Kentfield, 
Ezra  Stowell, 
Mrs. Mary  A. Burnham, 
Carlos  Aiken, 
David  Pratt, 
H.  B.  Graves, 
Dana  Cook  and  wife, 
Nellie  Sterling, 
John  Reynolds, 
Benjamin  Chandler, 
B.  F.  Tilden, 
Julia  Ware, 
Truman  A.  Sibley, 
Mr.  Bizzette, 
John  Commons, 
Mrs .  McCarty &Ch'dren ,   8  G 


5 

175 

49 


William  King, 
Ralph  Galena, 
Mrs.  Boyd  Terry, 

"     S.  Grout, 
George  Gilbeault, 
Mrs.  Antoine  Antoney, 
John  Colburn, 
F.  H.  Emery, 

Appropriation, 
Out  of  the  above   amount,    for 
$313.19. 


16  50  J.  J.  Johnson,  4  30 

17  40  David  Badger,  54  73 
62  60  Mrs.  Peter  Bruso,  7  35 
72   96    "     John  Crimmings,    147   71 

22  18  James  McAllister,  68  10 
39  00  Mrs.  Jacob  Wolf,  16  58 

182  00  Mary  Rogers,  6  22 

58  60  Mrs!  Slattery,  19   77 

1   50  Joseph  Neenan,  14  31 

83  35  Mrs.  A.  Patnode,  13  47 

3  50  J.  Tatro,  11   25 

75  08  C.  H.  Walker,  3  60 

28  00  J.  Goodrou,  78  76 

16  64  Eli  Secord,  Jr.,  58   15 

23  23  Andrew  Costello,  48   75 
3  00  Joseph  Fleury,  11  88 

19  43  Edward  Guinette,  17   64 

15  67  Lewis  Kau,  15  75 
10  00  Carrie  Boswell,  14  34 
48  00  John  Voetsch,  28  00 

25  Martin  McAllister,  22  13 
00  Mrs.  Boleo  and  Lyon,    11 1   73 

58  Ann  Zimmerman,  16  00 

7213  other  Paupers,  4  05 
8  00|E.  C.  Coy,  Medical  Aid 

16  31  Salary,  100  00 
10  00  Paid  on  Town  Farm  ac't, 99 7  09 

10  oo;  

91  84|          •  $3,143  00 


13,000.00. 
medical   aid 


there 


paid 


EDWIN  DEMOND, 

S.  E.  RIPLEY, 

A.  L.  WEATHERHEAD, 


OVEESEEES  OF  PoOR. 


BILLS  PAID  ON  ACCOUNT  OF   SMALL-POX. 


C.  C.  Messer,  medical  aid, 

M.  O'Donnell,  groceries  and  provisions, 

E.  C.  Coy,  vaccination, 

Bedding  and  clothing. 

Rent  of"  pest  houses, 

Repairing  and  cleansing  houses. 

Nursing, 

Removing  sick  and  conveyance. 

Medicines  and  disinfectants, 


$1815 

00 

1101 

89 

175 

50 

130 

99 

88 

00 

97 

40 

107 

00 

45 

94 

CG 

19 

$3627  91 


Bought  Hastings'  house, 
Paid  for  addition  and  repairs, 


$435  75 
365  00 


$800  75 
$4428  GG 


Appropriation  for  small-pox,  $2500  00 

"    Pest  house,  800  00 

Due  from  state  for  small-pox,  622  00 

"        "     Deerfield  for  small-pox,  631   96 

"     Wendell    "           "  298  17 


$4852  13 


TOWN   FARM. 


OVERSEERS' 

ACCOUNT. 

Received  for  1  Horse,  Chas.  Wood, 

$40  00 

'          Work  of  Team, 

43  40 

'          Stabling  Horses, 

24  70 

'          Milk,  Butter  and  Eggs, 

48  76 

Pork, 

23  46 

Pigs, 

20  63 

Hens, 

1  80 

'          Pasturing, 

16  90 

'          Potatoes, 

1  70 

'          Lumber, 

3  02 

'          Lock  Payne's  Board, 

13  50 

] 

^rom  New  London  Northern  R.R. 

,    20  00 

"          Town  Treasurer, 

- 

997  09 

$1254  96 

Paid  for 

Help  in  House, 

$111  78 

'*     on  Farm, 

15  30 

Flour  and  Groceries, 

305  46 

Meat, 

134  49 

Meal, 

154  40 

Hay, 

36  12 

Plaster, 

9  55 

Tin  Ware, 

12  93 

Soap, 

11  00 

Medical  Services, 

39  06 

Medicine, 

2  76 

Repairs, 

14  53 

Balance  Chas.  Wood's 

Salary, 

43  00 

Blacksmithing, 

14  88 

Clothing, 

84  65 

Household  Goods, 

12  05 

One  Horse, 

40  00 

((        (( 

45  00 

S.  Dudley,  Salary, 

168  00 

10 
INVENTOEY  OF  TOWN   FARM  FEB'Y  14,  1883. 


Real  Estate, 

8  tons,  Hay, 

1    "     Straw, 

y^ "  Co 

rnfodcler, 

5  Cows, 

1  Bull, 

4   Swine, 

1  Horse, 

40  Hens, 

15   bushe 

Is  Rye, 

5 

Oats, 

90       " 

Corn, 

200  Lbs. 

Pork, 

100     " 

Ham, 

90       " 

Lard , 

30       " 

Butter, 

15  bushel 

s  Potatoes, 

3  barrels 

Cider, 

1 

Apples, 

2  bushels 

Beans, 

^  barrel  Soap, 

14500 

00 

136 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

180 

00 

20 

00 

32 

00 

50 

00 

20 

00 

13 

2 

50 
50 

60 

00 

25 

00 

15 

00 

13 

50 

6 

25 

11 

25 

6 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

2 

50 

$5115 

450 

50 

00 

300 

00 

Household  Furniture, 
Farming  Tools, 

$5865  50 
Received  from  Treasury,  $997   09 

There  has  been  furnished  507  weeks'  board  to  inmates. 


EDWIN  DEMOND,  )Oveeseers 

SAMUEL  E.  RIPLEY,  \         of 

A.  L.  WEATHERHEAD,      )      Poor. 


11 


SELECTMEN'S    ACCOUNT. 


POLICE. 


Paid  J.  W.  Morrison,  $600  00 

Maurice  O'Keefe,  600  00 

Geo.  P.  Dunbar,  Lake  Pleasant,  50  00 

Special  Police,  Fourth  of  July,  5  00 


COUNTY    TAX. 

Amount  of  Warrant,  $3194  44 

Paid  C.  M.  Moody,  Treasurer,  3194  44 


STATE    TAX. 

Amount  of  Warrant,  $2300  00 

Paid  Chas.  Endicott,  Treasurer,  2300  00 


STATE   AID. 

Paid  State  Aid  from  Mar.  1,  1882,  to 

Mar.  1,  1885,  $641  00 

Paid  Military  Aid  to  Indigent  Soldiers, 
from  March  1,  1882,  to 
March    1,    1883,  192  00 


$1255  00 


$3194  44 


$2300  00 


53  00 


Due  for  State  Aid,  14  months,  $755  CO 

''        One-half  Military  Aid,  112  CO 

Amount  due  from  State, $867   00 


12 

TAX  FOR   1879. 
D.  C.  BANGS,  COLLECTOR. 


Paid  out  of 
Treasury. 


Balance  due  at  last  Report,  $45  00 

Abated,  $41  85  |41  85 

Paid  into  the  Treasury,  3   15 

TAX  FOR  1S80. 
E.  F.  GUNN,  COLLECTOR. 
Balance  due  at  last  Report,  $955  41 

Abated,  $372  89 

Paid  into  the  Treasury,  327  11  $700  00 

Balance,  255  41 

TAX    FOR  1881. 
E.  F.  GUNN,    COLLECTOR. 
Balance  due  at  last  report,  $2152  23 

Abated,  $314  35 

Paid  into  the  Treasury,  1337  88  $1652  23 

Balance,  500  00 

TAX    FOR    1882. 

E.  F.  GUNN,  COLLECTOR. 

Amount  of  Warrant  Com'td,        $40519  48 

Paid  into  the  Treasury,  34700  00 

Balance  Due,  5819  48 

CONTINGENT     EXPENSES. 

TOWN    OmCEK.S. 

Clerk  and  Treasurer,  J.  H.  Root,  $150  00 

Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor,   E.  Demond,  125  00 

S.  E.  Ripley,  125  00 

"  "  "  "       A.L.  Weatherhead,  125  00 

Assessors,  E.  Demond,  75  00 

S.  E.  Ripley,  75  00 

"     ^    A.  L.  Weatherhead,  75  00 

School  Committee,   Seymour  Rockwell,  100  00 

W.  S.  Dana,  100  00 

L.  S.  Parker,  33  34 

Board  of  Health.  E.  C.  Coy,  35  OU 

S.  E.  Ripley,  35  00 

"                "       I.  Chenery,  10  00 

$1063  34 


1  *> 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  R.  M.  Starbuck  &Co. ,  Furnace  Cent'l  St.  School, 
John  Lapoint,  setting  seats  and  rep'rs,  "         " 
J.  A.  Tupper,  Curtains  and  Fixtures,    "         " 
Novelty  Works,  School  Furniture,       "        " 
Fencing  Scho3l  House  Lot,  ''         " 

Drain  for  Central  Street  School, 
Manchester  &  Ward,  Sink,  Pumps  and  Fixtures 

Central  Street  School  House, 
Casper  Straub,  Census  of  Scholars  at  T.  F. 
J.  W.  Morrison,  Truant  Officer, 
J.  G.  Eppler,  School  Books, 
F.  G.  Fessenden,  Defending  School  Case, 
Thaxter  Shaw,    Committee  Lake  Pleasant, 
R.  N.  Oakman 
Richard  Clapp, 
Austin  De Wolf,  Counsel, 
H.  F.  Root,  Surveying,  "  " 

Watering  Troughs, 
Water  Rent, 

J.  A.  Tupper,  Driving  Hearse  and  Repairs, 
Joseph  Clapp,        "  "        " 

Kate  Armstrong,  Librarian, 
Turners  Falls  Library,  One-Half  Dog  Fund, 
Montague  Centre,  "■  "  " 

Montague  City  Bridge  Rent, 
L.  W.  Rice,  Record  Book, 
A.  Moore,  Moderator, 
Repairs  Town  House  Building, 
Assessors'  Books  and  Papers, 
Wood,  Oil  and  Lights  for  office, 
Books,  Blanks  and  Envelopes, 
Express,  Paper  and  Postage, 
Highway  Damage, 
H.   C.  Haskell,  Road  Scraper, 
Travelling  Expenses, 
Rice  Ferry, 
Posting  Warrants, 
Assessing  and  Collecting  Bank  Tax, 
W.  S.  Dana,  Legal  Advice,  Board  of  Heahh 
and  Selectmen, 


$400  ' 

OO 

146 

75 

37 

00 

311 

85 

55 

04 

30 

37 

78 

00 

10 

00 

90 

00 

44 

46 

25 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

21 

00 

100 

00 

7 

30 

28 

90 

22 

00 

116 

00 

51 

00 

50 

00 

76 

27 

76 

27 

240 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

32 

75 

12 

45 

7 

00 

22 

04 

16 

39 

17 

00 

154 

00 

41 

15 

38 

73 

10 

00 

39 

00 

50  00 
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For  Board  of  Health,  6  00 

J.  H.  Root,  Recording  Births,  Marriages,  Deaths,     89  33 

B.  W.  Mayo,  Local  Register,  54  67 
Shed,  Wood  and  Light  for  Lock-Up-;  47  75 

C.  T.  Bagnall,  Printing  and  Advertising,  100  75 
Temporary  Interest,  504  80 
Turners  Falls  Co.,  Note  and  Interest,  418  28 


$3744  30 
Paid  Town  Officers,  $1063  34 


$4807  64 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTMEN'S  ORDERS. 


Paid  Police,  $1255  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  3744  30 

Town  Officers,  1063  34 

Highways,  6853   17 

Sra^allPox,  3627   91 

Paupers,  3143  00 

Small  Pox  House,  800  75 

Abatements  of  Taxes,  729  09 


$21216  56 
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LIABILITIES    OF    THE    TOWN. 


Town  Loan, 
Temporary  Loan, 


$35000  00 
9000  00 


$44000  00 


ASSETS. 

Unpaid  Taxes  for  1880, 

$255 

41 

"      "   1881, 

500 

00 

"   1882, 

5819 

48 

Cash  on  hand. 

2113 

15 

Due  from  J.  H.  Brown, 

300 

00 

"        "      State  for  Small-pox, 

622 

00 

"        "      State  for  State  and  Military  aid , 

867 

00 

"        "      State  for  State  Paupers, 

384 

11 

"        "      Deerfield,  small-pox, 

631 

96 

"        "     Wendell 

298 

17 

"        "            "          Paupers, 

111 

73 

"        "      Greenfield        " 

48 

00 

$11951  01 
$40174  61 

Net  Town  debt  March  1st,  1882, 

Net  Town  debt  March  1st,  1883, 

32048  99 

Net  decrease  the  current  year. 


$8125^  62 
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ESTIMATED    NECESSARY    APPROPRIATIONS   FOR 

1883. 


State  and  County  Taxes, 

Schooling, 

Interest, 

Support  of  Poor, 

Police, 

Highways  and  Bridges, 

Incidental  Expenses, 

Town  Debt, 


;  6000  00 
10000  00 
2000  00 
3000  00 
1400  00 
6000  00 
3600  00 
5000  00 


$37000  00 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


E.  DEMOND,  )  Selectmen 

S.  E.  RIPLEY,  V         OF 

A.  L.  WEATHERHEAD,  )  Montague. 


Montague,  February  21,  1883. 
\\  e  have  this  day  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correctly  kept,  and  the 
disbursments  properly  vouched  for. 


R.  N.  OAKMAN, 
JAS.  A.  GUNN, 
GEO.  A.  CLAPP, 


Finance 
Committee. 
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LIST     OF     JURYMEN,     AS     PROPOSED     BY     THE 
SELECTMEN. 


Edward  P.  Gunn, 

Chester  A.  Davis, 
George  Hance, 
Chas.  L  Raymond, 
Casper  Straub, 
Benjamin  Gaines, 
Alexander  Baker, 
Casper  March, 
Henry  J.  Day, 
John  O'Brien, 
Myron  B.  Allen, 
Lucian  H.  Sweetser, 
George  P.  Holden, 
Isaac  Chenery, 
Horace  Burnham, 
J.  A.  Tupper, 
Chas.  N.  Johnson, 
John  J.  Hawkes, 
George  O.  Peabody, 
J.  Sumner  Ball, 
D.  F.  Ripley, 
Alden  W.  Grout, 
Chas.  P.  Bardwell, 
Joseph  Clapp, 


Franklin  Field, 
John  T.  Shaw, 
Wm.  O.  Crocker, 
John  P.  Thomas, 
M.  B.  Collins, 
Wm.  E.  Dudley, 
John  H.   Starbuck, 
Russell  Pease, 
M-  G.  Cowdrey, 
Chas.  P.  Wright, 
Peter  Seibert, 
Cyril  Church, 
Nathan  C.  Brewer, 
Ebin  Ripley, 
J.  K.  Nevins, 
C.  A.  Peck, 
Frank  H.  Oakman, 
Smith  Perry, 
Washburn  Ripley, 
E.  P.  Gooddell, 
Wm.  H.  Ward, 
Nicholas  Schwitzer, 
Richard  Rowe, 
Nathaniel  Gilmore. 
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THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


iMONTAGUE       PUBLIC      LIBRARY, 


FROM  FEB.  1st.  1882,  TO  FEB.  Ist.  1883. 


Whole  number  of  volumes  in  Library, 
Number  added  the  past  year, 
Number  of  Families  taking  books. 
Received  from  Members, 
"  for  Catalogues, 

"  from  Dog  Fund, 


Amount  expended  for  Books, 

"  "  "    Magazines, 

Incidental  Expenses, 


Librarian's  Salary,  $50  00 

KATE  ARMSTRONG,  Librarian. 
E.  A.  DEANE, Treasurer. 

Montague,   Feb.    1st,   1883. 


2202 

131 

49 

$41  87 

1  25 

76  27 

$119  39 

$144  20 

9  00 

86 

$154  06 
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K.EIPOK.T 


OF    THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  M0NTA6UE, 


For  the  Year  Ending  March  1st,  1883. 


Some  circumstances  might  make  the  performance  of  this 
duty  every  year  a  task  to  be  avoided,  a  duty  attended  with 
diffidence,  since  the  subjects  involved  have  been  and  are  being 
treated  by  able  and  distinguished  men,  and  often  assailed  by 
cynics  and  iconoclasts.  To  us  with  no  factions  to  conciliate, 
no  controversies  to  adjust,  with  little  to  complain  of  and  much 
to  commend,  it  is  not  an  irksome  task  to  chronicle  the  events 
and  comment  upon  the  incidents  of  the  year  that  is  past,  nor 
to  attempt  to  forecast  the  year  that  is  to  come.  We  trust  that 
the  public  has  wisely  and  charitably  suppressed  criticisms  of 
our  work  which    may  have  been    deserved,   has    credited    us 
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with  good  intentions  where  our  acts  may  have  merited  cen- 
sure and  disapproval.  Since  the  community  has  seemed  so 
disposed  to  be  lenient  and  generous  to  the  schools  we  are  only 
too  happy  for  this  privilege  every  year  to  express  our  appre- 
ciation of  this  only  wise  attitude  of  the  people  toward  deserv- 
ing and  well  conducted  public  institutions. 

Of  those  ignorantly  or  obstinately  adverse  to  the  schools' 
best  interests,  the  number  is  growing  beautifully  less — those 
people  who  live  on  unconscious  of  change  and  progress,  who 
characterize  every  new  measure  and  method  as  a  dangerous 
invention. 

Almost  everybody  is  ready  to  admit  without  dissent  or 
discussion  that  the  inventions  in  machinery  the  manifold  im- 
provements in  facilities  for  performing  labor  imd  the  new 
arts,  appliances  and  devices  of  school  work,  instruction  and 
discipline  are  all  akin,  that  the  wooden  plow,  the  jack-plain, 
the  stage  coach,  are  in  their  respective  functions  what  the 
crude  and  chaotic  schools  of  the  past  are  to  those  of  the 
present  day.  As  inventions  in  machinery  have  enabled  ten 
men  to  do  the  work  which  once  required  a  hundred  to  per- 
form, so  by  new  means  and  methods  a  hundred  can  be  taught 
to-day  more  advantageously  and  effectually  than  ten  under 
the  old  regime. 

It  is  our  purpose  in  this  report  to  comment  briefly  upon  the 
old  system  and  to  show  some  features  and  designs  of  the  new, 
and  see  if  the  comparison  is  flatteringly  favorable  to  the  new,  which 
we  claim  to  have  adopted.  It  don't  require  any  great  acuteness 
of  observation  to  find  plenty  of  men  and  women  who  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  the  old  common  schools  and  yet  are  lamenta- 
bly deficient  in  tlie  bi'anches  taught.  And  why?  All  older 
folks  remember  how  in  their  school  days  two  or  three  of  a  class 
of  a  dozen  outstripped  the  rest,  yet  no  division  of  the  classes 
was  made.     The    lessons    assigned    and    the  instruction    given 
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were  always  adapted  to  the  leading  ones,  and  they  alone  derived 
the  benefits.  None  who  mastered  the  arithmetic  have  forgotton 
the  school  fellows  who  went  over  the  ground  as  fast  and  far  as 
they,  with  very  little  comprehension  of  the  principles  and  pro- 
cesses. Only  one  or  two  of  the  large  class  conld  stand  up  un- 
der more  than  two  or  three  rounds  of  the  Avords  in  the  spelling 
class.  How  few  of  the  Inrge  class  in  Grammar  could  i^ar^e. 
The  modern  system  aims  to  insure  the  schools  against  such  igno- 
minious failures.  Consolidating,  grading,  classifying,  courses 
of  study  are  the  leading  instrumentalities  to  this  end.  Boys 
and  girls  are  classed  with  those  with  whom  they  can  Iceep  up 
with  those  of  equal  capacity.  They  are  permitted  to  advance 
only  as  far  as  they  individually  hnoiv  the  studies.  The  readier 
ones  have  no  drones  in  their  team  to  wait  for  or  drao-  alone;. 
There  is  no  discouraging  disparity  of  talent  in  either  class. 
It  is  a  privilege  of  the  brighter  one,  as  it  is  his  right,  to  take 
the  course  in  less  than  the  prescribed  time.  So  it  is  the  mis- 
fortune of  some  of  less  or  slower  intellect  as  well  as  a  penalty 
for  delinquency  and  unfaithfulness  that  they  shall  remain  longer 
in  some  of  the  grades  than  the  time  prescribed. 

That  no  injustice  may  be  done,  the  ability  of  each  pupil  is 
measured,  a  record  ot  his  acquirements  duly  kept,  the  better  to 
adjust  the  work  to  his  capacity  as  well  as  to  assign  him  to  his  pro- 
per class.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  must  be  a  very,  very  dull  boy 
or  girl,  who  in  seven  or  eight  years  of  steady  school  attendance 
cannot  be  made  master  of  the  common  Englisli  branches,  if  they 
ai-e  properly  presented.  Our  own  observation,  however,  tells 
us  that  the  seven  or  eight  years  of  a  half  or  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury ago,  did  not  accomplish  this  even,  in  a  majority  of  cases. 
These  unsatisfactory  results  cannot  be  attributed  solely  nor 
mainly  to  the  obtuseness  of  the  pupils  of  such  a  near  past. 
The  system,  the  instruction,  perhaps  more  properly  the  lack  of 
them,  must  accept  a  large  measure  of  the  guilt.  If  we  have  a 
system  to-day,   which    will  not  better  accomplish  its  purposes, 
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it  is  time  to  abandon  it.  We  are  confident  that  we  have.  In 
rare  instances  we  find  dissenters  from  modern  methods.  A 
woman  wlio  would  be  rude  to  a  distinguished  instructor,  said  to 
him,  '•  'my  father  always  told  me  to  keep  clear  of  school  masters." 
He  replied,  "It  is  evident  you  have." 

Not  onlv  has  instruction  been  revolutionized,  discipline  has 
undergone  as  complete  a  change.  The  refined,  delicate  woman 
has  made  herself  vastly  more  potent  in  the  school  room,  than 
was  formerly  the  male  athlete.  She  has  discovered  the  secret 
of  good  order — simply  inventions  and  devices  to  keep  children 
occupied  with  some  healthful  work,  not  only  in  the  class,  but 
in  their  seats,  she  has  found,  there's  nothing  ill  for  busy  hands  to 
do,  to  be  the  antithesis  of  the  old  familiar  adage  of  the  idle  hand. 
Time  and  tissue,  which  were  once  consumed  in  constructing 
rules,  in  conmiands  and  punishments,  are  now  spent  to  find 
useful  employment. 

Yet  after  the  schools  have  been  consolidated,  graded,  classed, 
been  furnished  with  all  the  modern  appointments,  beautiful 
buildings,  broad  play  grounds,  charts,  apparatus,  in  short, 
modernized,  they  are  still  incomplete  without  a  modern  teach- 
er. 

One  of  the  agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  a  man 
of  large  experience  and  rare  sagacity,  Avhile  visting  a  school  in 
a  neighboring  county,  found,  what  is  not  so  very  uncommon,  a 
young  teacher  with  very  old  ways  and  methods  of  teaching, 
lie  made  some  sharp,  though  deserved  criticisms,   which  led  to 

this  colloquy  :      ''Mr.  ,  you  was  once  a  teacher?''     "Yes, 

forty  years  ago."      "Well,  how  did  you  teach?"    "Just  as  you 
do  now  !" 

The  modern  teacher  knows  that  the  average  pupil  can^t 
learn  everything  by  study  ;  that  even  when  he  has  learned  what 
some  avithor  says  he  may  then  be  oblivious  of  its  true  meaning 
and  practical  application.  Mr.  Walton  in  his  arithmetic  may 
be  faultless  in  statement,  and  correct  in  diction,  Guyot  and 
Warren  may  in  their    geographies    embody  the    whole   science 
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of  the  earth's  surface,  Swinton  may  show  every  principal  of 
the  construction  and  use  of  language  in  his  grammar ;  yet 
without  the  light  (sometimes,  perchance,  an  electric  light,) 
of  the  teacher's  mind  shed  upon  them,  they  may  mean  little  to 
the  pupil.  Constant  and  repeated  illustration, — volumes  more 
than  books  have  published,  she  uses  to  reach  every  mind.  She 
knows  how  to  write  out  work  which  will  facilitate  her  purpos- 
es to  be  done  by  our  pupils  in  their  seats  when  not  occupied 
in  recitation.  She  has  substituted  for  the  old  familiar  ques- 
tion, "can  you  say  your  lesson?"  "What  do  you  know 
about  it  ?"  By  such  an  infinite  variety  of  ways  of  showing  a 
subject  the  pupil  cannot  fail  to  make  the  school  years  of 
great  practical  use  to  him  for  which  they  are  designed. 

In  years  past  in  our  annual  reports  we  have  gone  somewhat 
into  details,  enumerated  the  needs,  suggested  improvements, 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  citizens  the  necessity  of  lib- 
eral material  support,  and  tried  to  make  our  plans  and  purpos- 
es familiar  to  all.  The  general  and  local  needs  have  not  mat- 
erially changed,  reforms  which  we  suggested  have  been  made 
or  accepted  as  we  have  effected  them,  and  our  little  matter  of 
litigation  has  subsided.  We  have  learned  to  look  confidently 
for  generous  appropriations. 

We  have  been  congratulating  ourselves  that  the  helps  from  the 
treasury  and  elsewhere  have  not  been  misapplied  and  misappro- 
priated. We  have  a  conception  of  what  a  modern  school,  an 
ideal  school,  should  be,  and  in  this  report  we  have  attempted  to 
portray  it  as  it  has  disclosed  itself  to  us.  It  is  a  question  woi-th  the 
most  careful  consideration,  whether  we  really  have  an  advanced 
school  system,  what  it  is  accomplishing,  whether  it  will  reach 
more  of  the  children  of  the  town,  really  educate  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  them  than  in  years  gone  by,  whether  the  ratio  of 
success  and  failure  shall  be  more  gratifying  than  former Iv. 

Among  the  numerous  facilities  for  determining  this,  two  at 
least,  are  within  the  reach  of  every  parent,  viz  :  The  schools 
as  they  may  come  under    their  immediate    personal  observa- 
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tion,  and  a  familiarity  and  acquaintance  with  the  work  their 
respective  children  are  doing  and  their  progress  and  efficien- 
cy in  it.  Parents  in  performing  this  duty  confer  a  favor  upon 
the  teacher,  encourage  the  pupil  and  gratify  the  com- 
mittee, who,  if  over  confident  and  their  impression  of  the 
schools  is'  a  delusion  in  any  way,  there  is  no  other  so  just 
and  intelligent  Avay  to  dispel  it. 


SEYIMOUR  ROCKWELL,  )      School 
WM.   S.  DANA,  5  Committee. 


